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SIXTH SET OF INFORMATION REQUESTS OF THE DEPARTMENT OF
TELECOMMUNICATIONS AND ENERGY TO 

FITCHBURG GAS AND ELECTRIC LIGHT COMPANY

Pursuant to 220 C.M.R. § 1.06(6)(c), the Department of Telecommunications and Energy
(“Department”) submits to Fitchburg Gas and Electric Light Company (“Fitchburg” or
“Company”) the following Information Requests:

INSTRUCTIONS

The following instructions apply to this set of Information Requests and all subsequent
Information Requests issued by the Department to the Company in this proceeding.

1. Each request should be answered in writing on a separate, three-hole punch page with a
recitation of the request, a reference to the request number, the docket number of the
case and the name of the person responsible for the answer.

2. Do not wait for all answers to be completed before supplying answers.  Provide the
answers as they are completed.

3. These requests shall be deemed continuing so as to require further supplemental
responses if the Company or its witness receives or generates additional information
within the scope of these requests between the time of the original response and the
close of the record in this proceeding.

4. The term “provide complete and detailed documentation” means:

Provide all data, assumptions and calculations relied upon.  Provide the source of and
basis for all data and assumptions employed.  Include all studies, reports and planning
documents from which data, estimates or assumptions were drawn and support for how
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the data or assumptions were used in developing the projections or estimates.  Provide
and explain all supporting work-papers.

5. The term “document” is used in its broadest sense and includes, without limitation,
writings, drawings, graphs, charts, photographs, phono-records, microfilm, microfiche,
computer printouts, correspondence, handwritten notes, records or reports, bills,
checks, articles from journals or other sources and other data compilations from which
information can be obtained and all copies of such documents that bear notations or
other markings that differentiate such copies from the original.

6. If any one of these requests is ambiguous, notify the Hearing Officer so that the request
may be clarified prior to the preparation of a written response.

7. Please file one copy of the responses with Mary Cottrell, Secretary of the Department
and on all parties; also submit three (3) copies of the responses to Jeanne L. Voveris,
Hearing Officer, six (6) copies of the responses to Sean Hanley, Assistant Director -
Rates and Revenue Requirements Division and six (6) copies of the responses to Paul
Osborne, Assistant Director - Rates and Revenue Requirements Division.

8. In addition to filing, all non-proprietary responses should be submitted by e-mail to
dte.efiling@state.ma.us and to the e-mail address of any party required to be served.

INFORMATION REQUESTS

DTE 6-1 Refer to the Company’s response to DTE 2-16.  Is the allocation of rate case
expense between gas and electric operations based upon the G/E split study as
described in Mr. Collin’s testimony at 53?

 
DTE 6-2 Refer to the Company’s 2001 Annual Report to the Department (Electric) at 33. 

Please provide a breakdown between gas and electric operations of the year-end
balance of the SFAS 109 Regulatory Liability appearing on line 25.

DTE 6-3 Refer to the Company’s 2001 Annual Report to the Department (Electric) at 27. 
Please provide a breakdown between gas and electric operations of the year-end
balance of the SFAS 109 Regulatory Asset appearing on line 15. 
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DTE 6-4 Refer to the Company’s 2001 Annual Report to the Department (Electric) at 9. 
Please provide a breakdown between electric and gas operations of the year-end
balance of the Reserve for Deferred Federal Income Taxes appearing on line 43. 

DTE 6-5 Refer Exh. FGE-MHC-5 (Electric) at 3-4.  Please provide the derivation of the
amounts appearing on the labor and overhead lines.

DTE 6-6 Refer to Exh. FGE-MHC-5 (Electric) at 4.  Please provided the derivation of the
total capitalization amount of $1,364,335. 

DTE 6-7 Refer to the Company’s response to DTE 4-22.  Please provide the dollar
amount of the components of the following expenses: (1) state taxes; (2) federal
taxes; and (3) benefits expense. 

DTE 6-8 Refer to the Company’s response to DTE 4-16.  Please provide the derivation of
the FAS 109 Accounting for Income Tax-Federal and the FAS 109 Accounting
for Income Taxes-State as shown on MHC-11.  As part of this response, please
provide the accounts to which these amounts were debited and credited. 

DTE 6-9 Refer to Sch. MHC-11 (Electric) at 2.  Please describe the temporary differences
for which deferred income taxes were provided for the items appearing on lines
1 and 2.

DTE 6-10 Refer to Sch. MHC-11 (Electric) at 1.   Do the balances appearing of lines 1
through 18 include the previously unrecorded the previously unrecorded
deferred income tax liabilities? 

DTE 6-11 Refer to Sch. MHC-11 (Electric) at 1.  Please explain the purpose of the
adjustments appearing on lines 19 through 24. 

DTE 6-12 Refer to the testimony of Mark H. Collin at 53-54.  Please explain why the
results of the most recent G/E Split study are very similar to the results of the
1978 Study, given the changes that have taken place since 1978.

DTE 6-13 Refer to the Company’s responses to DTE 3-16 and DTE 3-17.  Please
calculate, for each of the companies in the comparison group, the average for
the years 1997 through 2001 for each of the ratios provided in the Company’s
response to DTE 3-16, in a manner similar to that provided in the Company’s
response to DTE 3-17.
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DTE 6-14 Refer to the Company’s response to DTE 2-58, at 5.  Please show how the
“DEMPROD” allocator is calculated.

DTE 6-15 Refer to the Company’s response to DTE 2-58, at 5.  Please show how the
“DEMSEC” allocator is calculated.

DTE 6-16 Refer to Sch. JLH-2-1 (Electric) at 21-1, line 10.  Please indicate either the
source for the “SALES REVENUE REQ CLAIMED ROR” values or indicate
how these values were calculated.

DTE 6-17 Refer to Sch. JLH-2-1 (Electric) at 2-1, lines 1, 4-1,  and 1-14.  Please explain
the rationale for allocating these costs using the LABOR allocator.

DTE 6-18 Refer to Sch. KMA-3 (Electric) at 4.  Please explain the derivation of the energy
and demand rates for the GD-3 rate class in the Final Rate Design section of this
worksheet.

DTE 6-19 Please refer to Sch. MHC - 7-2 (Gas).  Provide the backup work papers and
other supporting materials that were produced using spreadsheet software.
Provide electronic versions of these materials (working models with all related
and referenced spreadsheet models and data).

DTE 6-20 Please discuss how the cost of advertising directed towards gas air conditioners
is recoverable, in view of G.L. c. 164, § 33A as its pertains to energy uses
which compete with other regulated energy sources.

DTE 6-21 Refer to Exh. FGE-MHC (Gas) at 63, line13.  Please provide a copy of the
“allocation study (that) was performed at the end of the test year.”

DTE 6-22 Refer to Exh. FGE-MHC (Gas) at 64, lines 3-4.  Please provide an itemization
of the similarities and differences between the Company’s rental programs and
those of Massachusetts Electric Company.

DTE 6-23 Refer to the pre-filed testimony of J.L. Harrison at 42.  Please explain the
meaning of lines 1 through 4.

DTE 6-24 Refer to Sch. JLH-6 (Gas) Table 8, at 11.  Please provide the depreciation study
referenced in n.2.   Also, provide a detailed explanation of table 8, at 11.
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DTE 6-25 Refer to Sch. JLH-6 (Gas) Table 8, at 7-10.  Please provide a detailed
explanation for the development of the tables found on these pages.

DTE 6-26 Refer to the pre-filed testimony of J.L. Harrison at 45.  Please explain the
meaning of lines 14-17 (i.e., the sentence starting with “If marginal cost. . .”).

DTE 6-27 Refer to Sch. JLH-6 (Gas) Table 8, at 1.  Please provide the backup materials
that support the “engineering estimates” used for the Representative Cost on row
4.  To the extent that workpapers and other supporting materials were produced
using spreadsheet software, please provide electronic versions of these materials
(working models with all related and referenced spreadsheet models and data).

DTE 6-28 Refer to the pre-filed testimony of J. L. Harrison at 41, line 15.  It is stated that
“the average cost per customer for the past five years was chosen as a proxy for
the average marginal customer-related accounting costs.”  In Sch. JLH-6 (Gas)
Table 6, at 3, six years, rather than the aforementioned five were used.  Please
explain the discrepancy and calculate the average cost using the past five years.

DTE 6-29 Refer to work papers supporting Sch. JLH-6 (Gas) Exh. 12.  Please explain the
derivation of the historical plant investment data.

DTE 6-30 Refer to work papers supporting Sch. JLH-6 (Gas) Exh. 13.  Please explain
how the costs for the development of capacity related investment for years 2007,
2011, 2013, 2014 and 2017 were estimated. 

DTE 6-31 Refer to work papers supporting Sch. JLH-6 (Gas) Exh. 6, at 29-32.  Although
the titles, labels, etc.,  are the same, the data differs.  Please explain what the
differing data represents.

DTE 6-32 Refer to work papers supporting Sch. JLH-6 (Gas), at 11, 14, 15, 36-41. Is the
data presented in dollars?

DTE 6-33 Refer to Sch. JLH-6 (Gas) Table 2, at 3 of 5.  What method was employed to
determine both the design day load and the reinforcement costs?

DTE 6-34 Please provide a copy of the purchased gas lead-lag study submitted to the
Department by the Company in D.T.E. 98-51.   Provide all supporting
calculations and worksheets in a format identical to that of the purchased gas
lead-lag study presented in Exh. MHC-4 (Gas).
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DTE 6-35 Refer to Exh. MHC-1 (Gas) at 20.  Identify in detail the factors leading to an
increase in the billing to collection category from the 25.9 days reported in
D.T.E. 98-51 to the 49.8 days reported in the current lead-lag study.

DTE 6-36 Refer to Sch. JLH-4 (Gas) at 1 of 5.  Please explain and provide an actual
example of how the Company computed the figures that appear in the column
entitled “ANNUAL AVG.”  Also, explain and provide an actual example of
how the Company computed the “WINTER Gas Cost” and “SUMMER Gas
Cost” figures which appear in the rows entitled “HLF(1)” and “LLF(1).”

DTE 6-37 In its calculations of the commodity costs for the test period, did the Company
take into consideration the two separate GAF’s approved by the Department for
the Company’s gas division during the 2001 Peak Period? 

DTE 6-38 Refer to Exh. FGE-MHC-1, at 28 and Sch. MHC-3 (Gas) line 1.  Please
provide all calculations and workpapers that support the ($2,553) adjustment to
purchased gas.  

DTE 6-39 Refer to Exh. FGE-MHC-1, at 28 and Sch. MHC-7-1.  Please explain how the
Company’s weather normalization process led to a $44,937 increase in operating
revenues along with a ($2,553) decrease to purchased gas?

DTE 6-40 Refer to Sch. MHC-7-1, lines 1-3.   Please provide the calculations and
workpapers that support the Company’s original ($98,543) estimate of unbilled
revenues as well as the calculations and workpapers that support the Company’s
recalculated $137,958 estimate of unbilled revenues.

DTE 6-41 Refer to the Company’s response to AG 1-72.  What is the basis for the
Company’s assumption that one half of the following month’s forecasted sales
are attributable to revenues unbilled at the current month’s end?  Does this
assumption apply to both residential and commercial/industrial customers?

DTE 6-42 Refer to the Company’s response to AG 1-72.  Does the Company have a
reconciliation mechanism in place that reconciles each month’s forecast of sales
to actual sales?  In addition, does the Company have a reconciliation mechanism
in place that reconciles each month’s estimate of unbilled revenues to actual
unbilled revenues?
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DTE 6-43 Refer to the Company’s response to AG 1-72.  Has the Company historically
relied upon the assumption that one half of the following month’s forecasted
sales are attributable to revenues unbilled at the end current month? 

DTE 6-44 Refer to the Company’s response to AG 1-72.   Provide a schedule of 
Fitchburg Gas’ customer billing cycles as described in AG 1-72.  Also, provide
this billing cycle information for the years 1999, 2000, and the test year.

DTE 6-45 Refer to the Company’s response to AG 1-72.  Describe in greater detail the
adjustments made to the unbilled revenue calculation for large customer accounts
billed at month-end and for weather.  

DTE 6-46 Did the Company review the proposal regarding unbilled revenues made by
Berkshire Gas Company in DTE 01-56 prior to submitting its filing?  If yes,
then did the Company consider implementing a process for calculating unbilled
revenues similar to the method approved in DTE 01-56?  If no, why not?


